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Welcome! We are



The location of Port Fourchon means we are in close proximity to the 
energy infrastructure in the Gulf of Mexico, but that same location also 
subjects the port to tropical storms and hurricanes. We have to be ready.

Gulf of Mexico

Port Fourchon

Ready Today, Ready for Tomorrow



It is the goal of the Port Commission 
to address each storm in a manner that 
strives for the continued safe operation 

of port and airport facilities while 
ensuring public safety.



Hurricane Season Preparedness

During hurricane season (June 1-November 30), the Port 
Commission follows established protocols to prepare and 
respond to potential storm events, including:

 Preparing GLPC facilities and equipment to minimize potential storm 
damage

 Meeting with employees to discuss responsibilities
 Maintaining contact with state and local government officials, parish and 

state offices of emergency preparedness, National Weather Service, US 
Coast Guard, NOAA, and more

 Providing up-to-date storm information to port and airport tenants, 
businesses, and the public



HURRICANE SEASON 
OUTLOOK & PREPAREDNESS

Megan Williams

Warning Coordination Meteorologist
National Weather Service
New Orleans/Baton Rouge







































































STORM PREPARATION & 
EVACUATION PROCEDURES

Michael Kinler

Chief, Port Fourchon Harbor Police
Greater Lafourche Port Commission



GLPC Storm Phases
Official evacuation orders come from the parish president, but the Port Commission
closely monitors Gulf weather activity that may affect Port Fourchon and the South 
Lafourche Airport. GLPC reports on approaching storms using these storm phases:

 Seasonal Alert
 Phase I - Storm Watch
 Phase II - Voluntary Evacuation
 Phase III - Recommended Evacuation
 Phase IV - Mandatory Evacuation
 Phase V - Storm in Port
 Recovery Phase



Seasonal Alert
This alert indicates the beginning of hurricane season, which lasts 
from June 1 through November 30 of each year.
This seasonal alert serves as a reminder that as storm season begins, it is time 
to review your facility’s plan for storm season and share any updates to your 
contact information with GLPC.

There is no specific storm or weather condition associated with this phase.



Phase 1: Storm Watch
This phase indicates that GLPC is monitoring a weather condition in the 
Gulf that is expected to affect the Gulf Coast. Port personnel will begin 
sending weather updates to port facilities.

 When you see a Phase 1 alert, there is a weather condition 
developing, and we are watching it for potential effects to the port 
area.

 Be thoughtful of stockpiling any loose material or excess items that 
could fly or be damaged if Port Fourchon is affected by a storm.

 At Phase 1, the Emergency Storm Harbor Marina just inside the 
South Lafourche Levee System at the Golden Meadow lock will be 
activated for use by commercial fishing vessels seeking refuge from 
an approaching storm on a first come, first served basis.



This phase indicates that tropical force winds are 
expected to be in Port Fourchon within 72 hours. 

Phase 2: Voluntary Evacuation

Begin securing, fastening down, or moving equipment out of port.

Determine special needs and intentions of vessels moored at your facility.

Update your contact people and confirm evacuation plans.

NOTE:  Evacuation times may vary dependent upon storm conditions, i.e., projected 
path, storm strength and forward speed, pre-storm weather, and road conditions.  



Phase 3: Recommended Evacuation
This phase indicates that tropical force winds are expected to be in Port 
Fourchon within 50 hours.
 Non-essential personnel should evacuate port.
 Secure hazards and clear nonessential equipment from facility grounds such as pallets, lumber, 

stone, etc.
 All small craft owned by the facility that can be hauled out or trailered should be removed from 

the water and secured well away from the effects of possible storm surge and high winds.
 Prepare office areas to minimize water intrusion damage.
 Secure your buildings to prevent storm damage by applying storm shutters or plywood over 

windows or doors.
 Secure fuel tanks and storage areas.
 Check regularly for up-to-date info from the Port Commission on the approaching storm. 

Note: No NEW mooring dolphin rentals will be accepted once Phase 3 is activated. All unleased 
mooring dolphins will be considered first come, first served until the storm has passed.



Phase 4: Mandatory Evacuation
This phase indicates that tropical force winds are 
expected to be in Port Fourchon within 36 hours. 

 All remaining personnel should evacuate port. 

 Shut off your facility’s utilities (water, power, gas) to 
minimize damage.

NOTE: Twelve hours after mandatory evacuation has been 
ordered, LA 1 will be closed to all vehicles south of the Leon 
Theriot Lock in Golden Meadow.



LA 1 Closure at Leon Theriot Lock in Golden Meadow



www.portfourchon.com

Checkpoint at Leon Theriot Lock
in Golden Meadow

Gate



Port Fourchon Harbor Police: Last Ones Out, First Ones In



Phase 5: Storm in Port

 GLPC Ordinance No. 71 applies in Phase 5: No unattended vessels in the port area.

 Check regularly for updates from the Port Commission via email or social media.

This phase indicates that tropical force winds are expected to be in 
Port Fourchon within 24 hours. 



Recovery Phase
This phase indicates that the storm has passed and port personnel are
entering the area, assessing the damages to highways and facilities, and
clearing debris and power lines.

 The purpose of the Recovery Phase is to ensure that 
Port Fourchon is safe and operational as soon as 
possible after a storm.

 As soon as safety allows, a port re-entry team will 
coordinate a damage assessment of all waterways and 
roadways leading into and out of Port Fourchon.

 Please stay out of the area until you are given 
clearance. Your presence may hamper or delay 
recovery efforts. Neither vessels nor aircraft shall enter 
the port until port damage assessment has been    
completed and the all clear is given.



Clearing Roadways of Storm Debris



Bringing in Crews and Equipment



Surveying Roadways and Waterways



 The Port Commission will notify you when limited or full access is given to tenants to return 
and assess any damages to their facilities.



 Expect roadblocks on roadways leading to the port, 
including LA 1 & LA 3235.

 No one will be allowed through a checkpoint until the 
road is safe and has been cleared for re-entry.

 When it is safe to re-enter, you will be notified.

 You may be expected to show identification upon re-entry. Bring your ID, TWIC, and 
parish re-entry credentials.

Post-Storm Re-Entry



www.portfourchon.com
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Potential checkpoint on LA 1
toward Grand Isle



Questions?

Greater Lafourche Port Commission
www.portfourchon.com

Greater Lafourche Port Commission
www.portfourchon.com



LAFOURCHE PARISH 
POST-STORM RE-ENTRY

Eric Benoit

Office of Emergency Preparedness
Lafourche Parish Government



LAFOURCHE PARISH GOVERNMENT
RE-ENTRY PROGRAM UPDATES



CONTACT INFO

•ERIC BENOIT
•ericb@lafourchegov.org

•985-493-6922
•www.parishreentry.com/lafourche



COMMUNICATIONS

John Crochet

Director of Information Technology
Greater Lafourche Port Commission



Storm Season Communications

 BE PREPARED: Make sure the Port Commission has 
your current contact information, and vice versa, so that 
we can stay in touch regarding storm events. 

 KEEP YOURSELF INFORMED: We send out updates via 
email, text, and social media, and we post them on our 
Weather & Storm Info webpage at www.portfourchon.com
along with storm-related information and resources.



We ask for updated contact information 
from our tenants every year. Why?

To keep our port and airport users safe and 
informed during emergencies.

You can find multiple options for 
updating important contact information 
on our Weather & Storm Info webpage 
at www.portfourchon.com.

Tenant Information We Request



 This form is used to identify your facility’s 
Facility Security Officer (FSO), 
who is the person responsible for securing 
your facility.

 The FSO will be the first to receive facility-
specific safety, security, and recovery updates 
from the Greater Lafourche Port Commission.

 Please use this form to update your FSO’s 
name and most current contact information.

Emergency Notification/
FSO Contact Info Form



 This form is used to identify your facility’s 
Cybersecurity Contact, who is the 
person responsible for securing your facility’s 
cyber data and technology.

 The Cybersecurity/ CISO/ IT contact will be the 
first to receive facility-specific cybersecurity 
and data or technology-related updates from 
the Port Commission.

 Please use this form to update your 
Cybersecurity Contact’s name and most 
current contact information.

Cybersecurity Contact Info 
Form



 This form is used to add or update your 
facility’s most current directory listing 
information.

 The Port Commission’s website directory is 
where the public looks for information to 
contact companies and facilities in Port 
Fourchon and at the South Lafourche Airport, 
including:

 Physical and mailing addresses
 Phone and fax numbers
 Company website, if desired

 This information is published in our port and 
airport directories at www.portfourchon.com
and is publicly accessible online. 

Directory Listing
Contact Info Form



This form is used for both tenants and the public to 
sign up to receive informational email updates from 
the Greater Lafourche Port Commission, including:

 Local Road & Bridge Updates
 Bayou, Floodgate, & Lock Updates 

*in conjunction with the South Lafourche Levee District

 Weather & Storm Season Updates
 Port Commission Meeting Notices
 Port Commission Press Releases
 Seaport & Airport Facilities Notices

You can also subscribe online on our NOTIFY ME 
webpage. 

Public Information Update
Signup Form



To keep our tenants informed, the Port Commission has instituted numerous 
ways for you to get up-to-date storm-related information as it pertains to Port 
Fourchon.

Information We Share: Communications

 Port Commission Website – www.portfourchon.com
 Find the latest weather and storm-related information on our WEATHER & STORM INFO 

page

 Email Notifications
 Sign up for notifications and manage your subscription preferences on our NOTIFY ME 

webpage

 Social Media
 Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram

 Public Service Announcements
 Broadcast updates on local radio and/or television stations



Website Feature: WEATHER & STORM INFO



Website Feature: WAVE & TIDE DATA



Website Feature: NOTIFY ME



Website Feature: SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS



THANK YOU for viewing the 
2023 Hurricane Readiness Meeting 

Presentation


